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REPORT OF PAROLE AGENT 

2. Mental — Ace. to Binet see in under 10 yrs. Was at Pub. Sch. in 
Machias, Me. from 10th to 14th yr. Her head was hurt when she was 
4 yrs. and she had such bad headaches subsequently that she did not go 
to sch ; until 10; when she went to sch. played truant most of the time. 
Gen'l infor. poor. Her educational advantages have been very poor : 
the results are poor. The test shows some irreg. In spite of the fact 
that she did Dr. Fernald's text quickly and correctly and gave her 
answers quickly to most of the questions, from the majority of the 
other tests she would appear to be very dull, prob. subnormal. 
C. Industrial Report (Laundry) Sept. 1, 1914 — B. was given laundry work 
because she is a strong woman, capable of hard work and needs an outlet 
of this kind for her super-abundant energy. In this case there appears 
to be no indication or necessity of outdoor work in spite of her alcoholism. 
Work requiring concentration indoors seems preferable. 
TV Educational Report. (Teacher") Sept. 1, 1914 — Because unable to do active 
mental work due to age and mentality B. has been given the simplest 
kinds of reading under instruction, in an endeavor to stimulate her in- 
terest and use the small amount of knowledge she gained in sch. Has 
been partially interested. 

E. Social^ Report (Deputy) Sept. 1, 1914 — B. has been faithful in her work 
and given little trouble. 

F. Superintendent's Impression, Sept. 1, 1914 — Kindly old soul, vague about 
herself and her past, convinced that her age entitles her to "shift for 
herself" in the future. "Always has looked out for herself." 

VI. Data from Outside Agencies and Individuals : 

A. Family and Relatives — 1. Mrs. Blanche Cross, 1 Fleet St., Boston, May 1. 
1914. (Sister-in-law.) Has not seen Bessie for yrs. She has good people 
in Maine and N. B. Has feared B. would look her up and Mr. Cross 
would not allow her to come to the house. Mrs. C. herself has done 
wrong and was sent to Bridgewater but is trying to keep away from bad 
asociates. B. would be a bad influence. Denies teaching B. to drink. 
Wishes she would get a place to work in the country. (Impressions) — 
A dissipated looking woman apparently incapable of assuming responsi- 
bility. 

B. Probation and Police Officers — 

1. Prob. Officer Jones, Cambridge, March 21, 1914. 
Sent a long Ct. rec. with a statement that no further comment is needed. 

VII. Parole Resources: 
None. 

Report of Parole Agent Kansas Industrial School. — The following 
letter is prefixed to the report of the Parole Agent found in the 1914 
report of the Industrial School for Boys at Topeka: 

Dr. TL W. Charles, Superintendent: 

Sir— '"Your parole agent has the following brief report to submit. During 
the biennial period 282 boys were paroled from the school, of which number 36 
were returned for violation of parole. It has been the policy of your parole 
agent to_ extend every possible chance to the boy on parole to make good, and 
return him to the school only as a last resort. 

"It has become necessary in rare instances to admonish the local officials 
where there is a disposition to remove from the community a boy who if prop- 
erly looked after would respond to the efforts made for his reclamation. 

"Since assuming the office of parole agent, on July 1, 1913, 168 boys have 
been paroled. Of this number four boys have been returned to the institution for 
violating the parole agreement. 

"The duties and opportunities of a parole agent of an institution of this 
character are many and interesting. He has to do with social and economic 
conditions that affect the welfare of our country. The delinquent boy, as a rule, 
is the product of evil social conditions. While he can not solve the problem, he 
can assist mightily in spreading information on the question and thereby create 
a public thirst for better things. A parole agent must, in a way, become a 
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prophet; not one who foretells events, but one who speaks plainly with respect 
to present home conditions. Out of disordered homes flows our stream of juve- 
nile delinquents. The home has lost its charm for the boy, if it ever had any 
charm for him. He would rather hobnob with loafers on the street corners or 
hang around pool halls or wander down back alleys than stay in such a home. 
To force him to do so makes him incorrigible. In several instances studies have 
been made of extreme cases of social degeneracy. 

"It has been the custom to interest local organizations, such as women's clubs, 
church committees, welfare leagues, etc., in the boy who is returning home on 
parole. 

"To parole a boy to the home out ot which he came is too often like taking 
him out of a mudhole, cleaning him up, and then throwing him back into the same 
mudhole." 

Respectfully, 

H. J. Corwin, Parole Agent. 

Applications for Pardon Refused. — The pardon board of the state of 
Louisiana, through Attorney General Pleasant, announced recently it had 
refused all applications for pardon presented at the three days' session a 
short time ago. 

It gave as its reason for the wholesale refusal of applications the fact that 
the board of control of the penitentiary was given the right of parole in a law 
passed at the last session of the legislature and the board believes this body is 
best fitted to handle the situation. 

"When they are pardoned with too much readiness," states the board in 
its report, "it is possible that the convict will consider pardons are easy to get 
through influential friends and will run the chance of committing another crime 
and being freed again either by the grand jury, the petit jury or the board of 
pardons. 

The report of the Pardon Board says : 

"The board of pardons felt that there were many of the cases refused which 
might commend themselves for parole. The last legislature passed a parole law, 
making the board of control of the state penitentiary the parole board. This 
board will soon be ready to receive applications for parole. A person who is 
liberated under the parole law will be required to make certain periodical reports 
to the sheriff of his parish, and he must continue to be a good citizen during 
the remainder of the unexpired term of his sentence, otherwise he may be re- 
turned to the penitentiary and be compelled to serve out the remainder of the 
sentence. 

"This parole law will have a beneficial effect because of its restraining 
influence. A person who is forced to be a good citizen while on parole will 
find that it is to his best interest to live a life free from crime; he will get the 
habit of being a good citizen and both he and society will benefit therefrom. 
When they are pardoned with too much readiness and without a sense of justice 
to society as well as to the unfortunate convict, it is possible that he will 
consider that pardons are easy to get through influential friends and will run 
the chance of committing another crime and being freed again either by the 
grand jury, the petit jury or the board of pardons. It has also been found 
that a too free exercise of the pardoning power stimulates those who are 
viciously inclined to the commission of deeds upon which they are intent, as 
they feel that influence with the powers that be can either keep them out of 
prison or get them out of prison." R. H. G. 

PENOLOGY. 

Prison Reform in North Dakota. — Progress in the management of the 
penitentiary of North Dakota has been fairly continuous from the early 
days of whipping post and repression to the present regime of modern 
methods. The most conspicuous reform in recent times has been the aboli- 
tion of the harsh military discipline, and the development of a system based 
simply on the laws of the state, with as much personal and individual direc- 
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